
Good afternoon Madam President and Members of the House of Deputies, 
 
My name is April Schentrup, and I want to thank you for granting me the opportunity to 
address this body.  
 
The morning of February 14th, my two beautiful daughters went to school but only one 
came home safely that night.  My older daughter, Carmen, and 16 others were tragically 
gunned down at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School by a former student with a 
troubling past and an AR-15.  It was several weeks before Carmen came home, her 
ashes sealed in a teal urn.  
 
In those few weeks after the massacre, I learned many things.  I learned that the school 
and organizations I trusted to keep my family safe had failed on so many levels.  I 
learned that gun violence can happen to anyone and anywhere, as it did my family.  I 
learned in the last 20 years of school shootings and mass shootings, US gun laws were 
weakened instead of strengthened.  I also learned that thoughts and prayers aren’t 
enough - we need to speak out against the wrongs we witness and fight for change we 
need.   
 
Right after Carmen’s murder, I could barely speak and function.  Yet while I felt helpless, 
I witnessed others uniting together in support as well as advocating for change.  In the 
first few days, Carmen’s friends and classmates spoke at rallies about their loss, pain, 
and fear of school shootings.  That first week, more students spoke to leaders in 
Tallahassee demanding change to gun laws.  One week later, on Carmen’s birthday, our 
son Robert and others spoke to the world about how gun violence would no longer be 
accepted.  It was then I learned that my silence was the same as acceptance.  I knew 
that even though I could not change what happened to Carmen, that did not mean that I 
was willing to accept gun violence as a the “norm” anymore. 
 
About three weeks after the Parkland tragedy, Phil and I worked with the other 16 MSD 
families of the deceased to actively push for some of the most progressive gun law 
changes in the state of Florida – The Marjory Stoneman Douglas Public Safety Act.  We 
saw firsthand that being vocal, active, and committed could make positive changes.  
Shortly after that, our family began adding our voices to the cause - meeting with other 
political leaders, joining gun sense advocacy groups, attending marches and rallies, and 
writing letters to our church leaders.  We learned that if we want others to listen and 
take action, we needed many voices speaking out against gun violence.  



I stand before you today to ask for your help - to add your voice and encourage others, 
such as your Diocesan communities, to push for gun law changes that protect what we 
value most - each other.  Having faith gives us strength to advocate for what we know is 
right, but hope is what pushes us to keep fighting.  It is my hope that you will vigorously 
support victims of gun violence and fight with us to bring gun sense to our country.  
With God and each other, imagine what we can accomplish together.   


